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This Statement of Reasons is in response to an August 14, 2015 complaint filed with the 
United States Department of Labor alleging that the trusteeship imposed by the United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters (UBC), upon the Southwest Regional Council of Carpenters 
(SWRCC) violated Title III of the Labor-Management Reporting and Disclosure Act of 
1959 (LMRDA or Act), 29 U.S.C. §§ 461-466.  The complaint is dismissed for the 
following reason. 
 
The Department of Labor investigation established that the UBC imposed a trusteeship 
on SWRCC on July 19, 2013 because of financial irregularities and financial malpractice.  
Subsequently, on September 11, 2013, UBC Vice President Doug Banes notified SWRCC 
members of the trusteeship hearing, which was held October 16-18, 2013.  The UBC-
appointed Hearing Committee heard testimony of more than 20 witnesses which 
supported imposition of the trusteeship. On October 24, 2013, the Hearing Committee 
issued its report and recommendation to the UBC, stating that a continued trusteeship 
was necessary to correct financial malpractice and to restore democratic procedures.   
 
The Department’s investigation found that SWRCC conducted a new officer election, 
supervised by the UBC, on August 20, 2016.  Following that election and installation of 
the newly-elected officers, the UBC lifted the trusteeship over SWRCC, effective 
August 20, 2016.  
 
In August 2016, the UBC filed Form LM-16 with the Department, confirming that the 
trusteeship was terminated and that autonomy had been fully restored to the SWRCC.  
Because the trusteeship has been lifted, the allegations are moot.   
 
Accordingly, the office has closed the file in this matter.  
 
 








